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Number of Uninsured Kids in Utah Drops Sharply

Salt Lake City, UT – New estimates from the Utah Department of Health suggest that the number of uninsured kids in Utah plummeted in 2009, dropping 27.9 percent from 75,900 to 54,700. Voices for Utah Children is thrilled by the state’s commendable progress in getting kids covered, particularly during tough economic times.

“Demand for health insurance programs like CHIP and Medicaid are greatest during economic downturns, and our political leaders should be praised for keeping these programs open and whole during this time of greatest need,” said Korey Capozza, senior health policy analyst. “The public, legislature and Governor understand that kids’ health must be a priority, even when budgets are tight.”

Kids with health insurance are more likely to get recommended care, perform better in school, and become healthier adults than uninsured children. The significant progress the state has made in reducing the number of uninsured kids in 2009 will translate into better health outcomes and prospects for Utah’s children. 

The Department’s numbers also show the number of uninsured adults age 19 to 64 increased by 10.4 percent.  This jump points to the need for affordable options for low-income working families. Programs like Utah’s Premium Partnership (UPP) can provide the added financial boost that working families need to access job-based coverage and should be bolstered and expanded in order to address the rising number of uninsured adults.

Moving forward, Utah also needs to focus on keeping kids covered when they remain eligible for CHIP and Medicaid so that we can hold onto these important gains in insurance among children.
Voices for Utah Children also announced that it has received a $100,000 grant from The David and Lucile Packard Foundation to strengthen the state’s efforts to cover all uninsured children. The grant is part of the Foundation’s national Finish Line Project, a multi-year campaign in nine states to support advocacy for state policy to cover every uninsured child. Karen Crompton, Executive Director of Voices for Utah Children stated, “Voices for Utah Children is proud to be part of this effort that builds on our commitment to ensuring that children of have comprehensive, cost-effective health coverage.” 
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