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Utah KIDS COUNT Project Releases Annual Report

2010 edition marks the 15th year of publication
Voices for Utah Children is pleased to announce the release of their annual KIDS COUNT Data Book, “Measures of Child Well-Being in Utah”. The publication provides parents, advocates, community leaders and policy makers with the most timely and comprehensive data regarding the health and well-being of Utah’s children. 
"The Utah KIDS COUNT book provides sound, factual information to help shape priorities and to advocate for policies that improve the well-being of Utah’s children," says Terry Haven, KIDS COUNT Director for Voices for Utah Children. "We want people to depend on this yearly publication when addressing the needs of our most precious resource – our children." 

This year marks Voices for Utah Children’s 25th anniversary. For the past 15 years the organization has been the Annie E. Casey Foundation KIDS COUNT grantee. It is rare for a grant making agency to fund multi-year grants let alone grants that last for 15 years. Yet, the Annie E. Casey Foundation continues to provide long-term funding to Voices for Utah Children and similar agencies across the country. “They do this because they recognize one important fact— we must measure child outcomes in order to contribute to public accountability for those outcomes. Casey understands that counting kids, tracking their progress or failure, results in a model for data-driven advocacy for children, their families, and their communities,” says Haven.
For 15 years it has been the priority of the Utah KIDS COUNT Project to ensure that policymakers, advocates, community service providers, the media and concerned citizens have quality county level data on how children are doing in our state. We fully understand that data must provide the foundation of policy decision-making and program development. Having the best, up-to-date data illuminates the issue before us and lays the groundwork for critical initiatives that can improve the lives of children.
The first edition of Measures of Child Well-Being in Utah was published in 1996. Much has changed since that first data book was written. For one thing, the 849,635 children we are reporting on in this edition marks a 23% increase in the number of children counted in the 1996 book. 

If these 849,635 children were reduced down to a microcosm of 100 children, they would looks something like this:






###more###

· 76 of them would be non-hispanic white

· 16 would be Hispanic/Latino

· 3 would be of more than one race
· 2 would be Asian
· 2 would be American Indian or Alaskan Native
· 1 would be African American
· 1 would be Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander 
· 19 of them would live in families where no parent had full-time, year-round employment

· 18 would live in single parent families

· 3 would live in the care of their grandparents

· 11 would live below the federal poverty level

· 4 would live in extreme poverty (50% of the poverty level)

Additional information in the data book includes:

Women receiving prenatal care

The number of women receiving prenatal care in their first trimester in Utah has risen steadily over the last 5 years, from 39,524 in 2004 to 43,997 in 2008. Due to the increase in the total number of births, the percent of women receiving prenatal care has remained virtually unchanged from 78% in 2004 to 79% in 2008.

Babies born at low birth weight

Low birth weight is defined as less than 2,500 grams. In Utah, the number of low birth weight babies has risen from 3,363 in 2004 to 3,784 in 2008. The percent of these babies has remained relatively unchanged at just under 7% for both years.

Infant Mortality Rate

While the number of infants dying before their first birthday in Utah has remained fairly stable over the last 5 years (262 in 2004 and 264 in 2008), infant mortality rates have declined only slightly, from 5.2 per 1,000 live births to 4.8 in 2008.

Injury Death Rate

The number of children dying due to injuries (accidents, suicides, homicides) has changed little over the last 5 years from 142 in 2004 to 139 in 2008 but the rate per 100,000 children has dropped from 18 to 16.

Teen Birth Rate

The number of births to teens has risen over 30% in the last 5 years, from 854 in 2004 to 1,122 in 2008. The rate per 1,000 female teens has also risen from 15 to 18. This trend is mirrored in the rate of Chlamydia infections which have risen from 574 per 100,000 teens in 2004 to 820 in 2008.

Child Abuse

The number of children abused or neglected in Utah has risen from 12,582 in 2004 to 12,693 in 2008. The rate per 1,000 children has remained relatively unchanged at 15.

Uninsured Children

New estimates from the Department of Health suggest that the number of uninsured kids in Utah dropped in 2009, dropping 27.9 percent from 75,900 to 54,700.  






###more###

Enrollment Figures

Enrollment in Utah schools has risen 6% in the last 5 years, from 498,484 in 2005 to 529,107 in 2009.

Per Pupil Expenditures

The per pupil expenditures in Utah schools has risen 3% in the last 5 years, from $5,250 in 2005 to $6,564 in 2009. Utah still falls well below the U.S. expenditures of $9,861.

Free or Reduced Lunch Participation

The number of students receiving free or reduced lunch has risen slightly in the last 5 years, from 34% in 2005 to 37% in 2009.

Child Poverty

The number of Utah children living in poverty has remained fairly steady at around 10%. For 2008 the number of children in poverty was 91,706. An additional 192,294 children lived at 200% of poverty. The federal poverty line for a family of four with two children in 2008 stood at $21,834. 

Food Stamp and TANF Participation

The participation in food stamp usage and TANF enrollment has risen rather dramatically in the last year. The number of TANF cases has gone from 5,250 in February of 2008 to 7,434 in December of 2009. Similarly the number of Utahns receiving foodstamps rose from 55,907 to 97,258 during the same time period. 

Unemployment

The number of unemployed rose from 70,414 in February of 2009 to 89,535 at the close of that same year.
Copies of the report may be accessed on-line at www.utahchildren.org or by calling the Voices for Utah Children office at 801-364-1182. The data is also available on the KIDS COUNT Data Center at http://kidscount.datacenter.org. 

