
An Open Letter to the Members of the Utah State Legislature 
 

February 27, 2015 
 
Dear Senators and Representatives: 
 
We, the undersigned organizations, wish to express our support for 
restoration of earmarked revenues to the General Fund.  
 
We have observed with great concern in the last decade the rapid growth in 
earmarks diverting state revenues from the General Fund for other 
purposes.   
 

Annual Level of General Fund Earmarks, 2005-2015 

 
 

These earmarks have now reached a projected 18% of General Fund 
revenues in the current fiscal year.   
 
We are concerned because these have been unfunded earmarks, by which 
we mean that they are dedicated to address newly identified needs 
(primarily in the areas of transportation and water infrastructure projects), 
but no new revenue sources were created to finance them. Moreover, 
existing transportation revenue sources have not been adjusted for inflation 
since 1997.  As a result, all of these earmarked revenues have been 
diverted from addressing the urgent needs they were previously dedicated 
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General Fund 
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FY 2005 $   41,761,700  

FY 2006 $105,094,400  

FY 2007 $252,902,200  

FY 2008 $328,745,800  

FY 2009 $276,544,200  

FY 2010 $306,947,200  

FY 2011 $214,396,700  

FY 2012 $357,267,112  

FY 2013 $452,403,904  

FY 2014 $485,574,851  

FY 2015 $531,408,304  
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to support, including educational and social service needs, with direct effect 
on hundreds of thousands of Utah families.   
 
 
 
For example, because of 
the diversion of revenues 
from the General Fund, 
higher education has had 
to dig deeper into the 
Education Fund, leaving 
insufficient revenues for 
K-12 education.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yet higher education 
has still been left 
without the revenue it 
needs, leading to a 
tripling of tuition at 
public universities 
since 2000, putting 
higher education out 
of reach for many at 
a time when the state 
has set a goal of 
66% of adults getting 
a post-secondary 
degree or 
certification by 2020.   
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In terms of social services, General Fund 
earmarks have left urgent needs unmet in 
many areas. For example, in the area of 
substance abuse and mental health 
services, because of General Fund 
earmarks that have diverted revenues, we 
are only meeting 15% of our need for 
substance abuse treatment and a similar 
share in mental health.  The Pew 
Charitable Trusts’ Public Safety 
Performance Project has linked this 
shortfall to Utah’s rising recidivism rate, 
costing the taxpayers more in the long run.   
 
 
 
 
 
Another example is disabilities services, 
where underfunding has left Utah with 
the lowest-in-the-nation wages for direct 
service staff and an 86% annual staff 
turnover rate, even as the number of 
disabled on the critical needs wait list 
continues to grow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional examples are available from each of the signatories to this letter 
of how the earmarking phenomenon has affected our state, often costing 
the taxpayers more in the long run because we are not making the upfront 
investments that are urgently needed.   
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Therefore, we call upon the Legislature to restore earmarked 
revenues to the General Fund and replace the unfunded earmarks 
with new revenues to meet the important needs in the areas of 
transportation and water infrastructure that the current earmarks were 
created to support.   
 
Thank you for your service as legislators and your extraordinary dedication 
to the state of Utah. Thank you for considering this appeal, which we offer 
on behalf of the thousands of Utahns that we serve and in the interest of 
creating the best possible future for our state.   
 
Yours truly, 
 

Catholic Diocese of Salt Lake City Peace and Justice 

Commission 

Communidades Unidas 

Community Action Partnership of Utah (CAP Utah) 

Disability Law Center 

Legislative Coalition for People with Disabilities 

National Alliance on Mental Illness – Utah (NAMI-Utah) 

Salt Lake Community Action Program 

Utah Housing Coalition 

Utah League of Women Voters 

Utahns Against Hunger 

Voices for Utah Children 


